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FLOWERS AND FRUIT
Flowers are organs for SEXUAL REPRODUCTION
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Figure 21. Fruit classifications



PERFECT (BISEXUAL) FLOWERS have both male and female parts
on same flower

IMPERFECT (UNISEX) FLOWERS: have separate staminate (♂) & pistillate (♀) flowers
  • MONOECIOUS  “one house”  
     - male and female flowers occur on same individual plant
     - Example- corn: tassel = group of ♂ flowers;  young ear =  ♀ flowers
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Figure 20. Complete flower
structure
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  • DIOECIOUS “two houses” 
     – male and female flowers occur on different individual plants
                                - Ex: willow, asparagus

FRUIT = mature ovary
 
 • SIMPLE FRUIT- develop from single ovary
       -Include fleshy fruits like peaches, apples, cherries, pears 
                and dry, hard fruits (= NUTS) Maple samara,  peanuts, walnuts 
        -Tomatoes, squash, cucumbers, & eggplant are called vegetables 
                  but technically = fruits because they develop from a flower

•AGGREGATE FRUIT develops from a single flower with many ovaries
Include strawberries, raspberries, and blackberries
  
                              
 • MULTIPLE FRUIT       
Develop from tight cluster of separate, independent flowers on single structure
Include: pineapple, figs
